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By Goh Yu Mei

In 1897, Dr Sun Yat Sen wrote a phrase in Chinese
calligraphy and gave it to Minakata Kumagusu, a Japanese
biologist he had met at the British Museum in London. He
had inscribed the characters “海外逢知音” or “acquaintance
with a confidant in a foreign land”. This phrase not only
expressed the friendship between the two men, but would
subsequently also symbolise the friendship between Dr
Sun and the many Japanese comrades who supported the
Chinese revolutionary movement.

support and lasting friendships. It was also in Japan that Dr
Sun found happiness in his marriage with Song Qing Ling.
Through the use of artefacts and multimedia stations,
this exhibition also traces the development of the Japanese
community in Singapore during the early 20th century and
delineates the intimate connection between Japan and
Singapore. In doing so, the exhibition highlights the intricate
relationships between Dr Sun, Singapore and Japan and
shows how both countries played instrumental roles in the
revolutionary activities of Dr Sun.
This exhibition showcases more than 90 rare artefacts,
historical materials, photographs and maps, which are being
displayed in Singapore for the first time. These include a
traditional ink slab presented to Dr Nakano Kozo by Okuma
Nobutsune and Soejima Yasoroku, a letter from Miyazaki
Toten to his brother, calligraphies by Dr Sun Yat Sen to his
Japanese supporters and a Japanese string instrument with
inscriptions by Bo Wen Wei, a revolutionary.

An overview of the exhibition

The Kindred Spirits: Dr Sun Yat Sen, Singapore and Japan
exhibition traces the success of the Meiji Restoration, Japan’s
19th century self-strengthening movement, the country’s
emergence into a world power and its growing attraction as
a model for China, which faced internal pressures to adopt
western ideas, science and technology. After the failure of
the 1895 Guangzhou Uprising, Dr Sun went into exile and
travelled extensively in Japan.

A view of the exhibition from the ramp

It also marks the first collaboration between the Sun Yat
Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall and its Japanese counterparts,
such as the Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall (Kobe), the Miyazaki
Brothers Museum and the Nagasaki Museum of History &
Culture. This collaboration includes the great-granddaughter
of Umeya Shokichi, Ms Kosaka Ayano, the grandson of
Dr Nakano Kozo (one of the early Singapore Japanese
community’s prominent figures), Dr Nakano Masahiko,
and the family of Miyazaki Toten. The Memorial Hall is also
grateful for the support rendered by the Embassy of Japan
in Singapore, the Japanese Association, Singapore and the
Japanese docents from Friends of Museums (Singapore).
Exhibits about the early Japanese community in Singapore

In Japan, Dr Sun was warmly received by the local
Chinese community, which included business leaders,
Chinese students and immigrants. He also befriended
numerous Japanese supporters who contributed funds and
resources to overthrow the Qing regime in China. To Dr Sun,
these Japanese friends offered refuge, protection, financial

This exhibition continues through 17 November 2013.
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