A History of Singapore in Seven Objects
Inspiration for this collection of seven articles came from the BBC Radio 4 broadcasts and book by Neil MacGregor, A History
of the World in 100 Objects. MacGregor, the Director of the British Museum, notes, “telling history is what museums are for”, so
we have selected objects from six museums to tell the story of Singapore. Last year, PASSAGE featured a series on the history
of the museum buildings; this year it’s the turn of artefacts on display in these museums. We begin with the very early history
of this island and a small lead statue of a horse and rider found near the Singapore River, now displayed in the National
Museum. Customs such as ceremonial mask-wearing were common throughout this region in the pre-colonial era, as seen in
the hudoq masks in the Asian Civilisations Museum. The colonial era is represented by the wonderful drawings commissioned
by Singapore’s first Resident, William Farquhar. Around the turn of the century, Singapore began its steady progress towards
multiculturalism when immigrants came to work and settle here. Among them were the Straits-born Peranakans, who brought
their colourful wedding customs. As Singapore began its march towards self-government, a scroll written by Dr Sun Yat Sen
represented nationalism and the nascent ideas of nationhood. With independence came the beginnings of a national art scene
typified by the paintings of Liu Kang. Finally, the contemporary era is represented by the works of Singapore-based print artist
Hong Zhu An, at the Singapore Tyler Print Institute.
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