Singapore’s World War II Sites
and the Resilience Trails
By Ingeborg Hartgerink-Grandia

Sign at Canopy Walk, Kent Ridge Park, overlooking Alexandra Park, along the Southern Ridges Resilience Trail

On 14 February 2012, Dr Yaacob Ibrahim, Minister for
Information, Communications and the Arts, unveiled six
historical landmarks in Singapore – World War II battle
sites and others. A programme developed by the National
Heritage Board (NHB) and their partners, Singapore History
Consultants (SHC), combines these markers and traces
thematic routes throughout Singapore, trails incorporating
significant World War II sites and iconic heritage sites. These
routes have been called the Resilience Trails. The first one
was launched during the recent commemoration of the 70th
anniversary of the Battle For and Fall of Singapore.
Seventy years after those momentous events, many of the
people who participated in the battle or suffered during the
fighting and the occupation are no longer here to share their
memories. Recently, those who remain had an opportunity
for a reunion to commemorate those days and remember
the courage and the sacrifices of the fallen and the survivors.
The NHB and SHC organised a series of events for the many
who fought for Singapore’s freedom, including exhibits,
meetings with veterans, talks, a conference, walks and a
solemn remembrance ceremony at Kranji War Memorial on
15 February 2011.
Most of the events took place in February, but one
ongoing event
is the National
Library exhibition
Four days in
February: Adam
Park the Last
Battle. This
exhibition tells
the story of Adam
Park’s role as one
of Britain’s last
defence positions
in Singapore.
The exhibition
recreates the
defences in Adam
Park and shows
the research
findings and
artefacts recently
Cell in Changi - sketch from the Haxworth
uncovered
Collection; courtesy of the National Heritage Board
there. It also
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Singapore veteran George Prior at Reflections at Bukit Chandu

shows Images of Internment, former prisoner-of-war (POW)
William Haxworth’s unique artist’s perspective on the war in
Singapore and Changi’s POW Camp.
The NHB also organised a full programme for military
and civilian veterans, both foreign and Singaporean, to
honour their memories. History is definitely more poignant
and memorable when related to the personal stories of the
people who lived through these historical events.
George Prior, now in his late 80s, is an example of the
perseverance and resilience of those caught in this war. He
was 18 years old and working as a local reporter when war
broke out here in December 1941. After his uncle’s house
was hit during the initial Japanese bombardments, he
decided to join the resistance forces. At Changi he signed
up for the Royal Artillery and joined an anti-aircraft crew as
a gunner. After the fall of Singapore he was held in Changi
for two months before being sent to work on the ThaiBurma Railway. Miraculously, he survived and returned to
journalism where one of his first jobs was to cover the war
crimes trial at Changi. Prior later joined the Singapore Police
Force. He is one of the many who, after the surrender in 1942,
had to march from downtown Singapore to Changi at the
start of his POW internment. He vividly recalls how hard this
march was for all and how the wounded, who also had to
march, were severely mistreated.

World War II Trail, map courtesy of the National Heritage Board

That long march from the Padang to Changi by soldiers
and civilians inspired one of the upcoming Resilience Trails,
developed in conjunction with this 70th commemoration
of the Battle for Singapore. With the realisation that living
memories were quickly fading, lasting memorials, like
the World War II Trail and the Resilience Trails, have been
extended and developed by NHB and SHC to keep this
history alive for future generations.
In 1995, during the 50th anniversary of the end of the
Pacific War, a World War II Trail for Singapore was developed
and 14 markers were placed at significant landmarks. Six
more have now been added. In addition to the World War
II Trail, the Resilience Walks trace special routes throughout
Singapore. While commemorating significant moments,
places and even actual marches in Singapore’s history, they
are designed to nurture a strong sense of social resilience
amongst Singaporeans. The trails have the twin goals of:
• Challenging the limits of one’s physical endurance
• Fortifying participants with a positive can-do spirit
through stories of Singapore’s experiences in the Second

World War and other major
events that have shaped the
nation of Singapore.
Another aim is for Singapore
secondary school students to
follow these trails, actively
learning about Singapore’s
history while testing their
physical limits and developing
a team and national spirit. Of
course people of all ages can take
these walks and and discover the
history behind the many places
they pass.
The first of the five Resilience
Trails to be launched was the
Temasek Trail covering sites such
as Fort Canning Hill, Boat Quay,
the Lim Bo Seng Memorial and
the Cenotaph.
The second trail, called the
Ridge of Valour Trail – the Southern
Ridges Resilience Trail, will be
ready later this year. It will
have stops at the marker for the
Pasir Panjang Battle Site in Kent
Ridge Park, another stop on
the Canopy Walk overlooking
Alexandra Park and one at
Reflections at Bukit Chandu.
The remaining trails From Invasion to Remembrance (Kranji
Resilience Trail), Courage and Resistance under the Rising Sun
(Changi Resilience Trail) and The Road to Changi (Padang to
Changi Resilience Trail) will be ready next year. The Road to
Changi will be the longest, reflecting the harrowing march of
soldiers and civilians towards their internment in Changi.

Marker of Battle for Pasir Panjang at Kent Ridge Park

Ingeborg Hartgerink-Grandia has a keen interest in SE
Asian World War II history as her grandparents with her father
were POWs in Java and Sumatra. She felt greatly privileged and
was deeply moved to be invited to represent PASSAGE at the
commemorative dinner for veterans at the Cricket Club.
Fort Canning Hill, part of the Temasek Trail

All photos by the author.

Don’t miss: Four Days in February: Adam Park the Last Battle exhibition on Level 10 in the National Library Gallery, open daily
from 9 am to 10 pm, through 24 June 2012. Free Admission.
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